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rule without deferring to the will of Parliament. It is
true that the Tudors were despots; but they were so
because the nation had made them so, and because
Parliament was willing to follow where they led. England
had no wish to have the Wars of the Roses over again.

CHAPTER 10

THE REFORMATION  IN ENGLAND:
FIRST PERIOD

Henry VII ruled from 1485 till 1509.    Much of his

Henry vii; time was spent in crushing the last embers of the Wars

Mar o?hi* of the Roses.   Thus he refused to allow the nobles to

Children

" keep retainers who wore their lord's livery and fought for
him as soldiers. To strengthen his position he collected
a great hoard of money. He also tried to make himself
more powerful by marrying his children to foreign
princes and princesses. He gave his daughter to be the
wife of James IV of Scotland: we shall see the result of
this by and by. He also married his elder son, Arthur, to a
Spanish princess, Catharine of Aragon, who, when her
husband died, married his younger brother, Henry. This
also was one of the most important marriages ever made
by an English king.

The first part of Henry VIIFs reign was occupied with
Henry foreign politics. We need not try to follow all that Henry
. did, but we must remember the chief outlines, for foreign
politics led to the most memorable event of the reign,-
the Reformation.

There were two great rivals in Europe at this time,
the King of France and the King of Spain. The latter,
Charles V, was, however, much more than King of